[Risk factors of bilateralization of breast cancer: description of five cases in Libreville (Gabon) and review of the literature].
Approximately 10% of patients diagnosed with breast cancer will develop cancer in the contralateral breast within 10 years. The risk factors for bilateralization are now better understood thanks to advances in molecular biology. Based on reports in the literature the main risk factors are presence of brca 1 or 2 gene mutations and family history. Despite the increasing incidence of breast cancer, this special aspect of the disease remains poorly studied in Gabon as well as in Black Africa in general. Incidence is increasing. This report describes 5 patients and discusses their profiles in relation to the literature. This study provides on update on current knowledge.